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The Group approved the joint working group's recomnendations, and requested 
that the Country Team be informed of its decision. 

The Group requested that the Interagency Working Group keep the Group 

informed on a weekly basis on developments related to the terrorist situation 
in Venezuela. 

Progress Report on the Internal Defense Plan for Venezuela. The 
Group approved the second progress report on the IDP for Venezuela and the 
recommendations contained in the State memorandum submitted for this item. 

Progress Report on the Internal Defense Plan for Colombia 

Mr. Belcher. Director of the Office of West Coast Affairs, ARA, in comment- 
ing on the third progress report, stated that programs are going well and 
resources available are considered adequate at this time. 

question of reduction of police personnel has not yet been resolved but 
additional revenue resources are available to maintain the police force at 
present levels. It is believed that an appeal will be favorably received by 
the Colombian Government on the proposed cut in the national police budget. 

The revision of the penal code will greatly assist the Government in all en- 
forcement measures and enable it to successfully bring terrorists to trial. 

Although there has been an increase in urban terrorism, success has been 
achieved in reducing violence in the rural areas. This is evidenced by the 
increase in the number of bandits killed and military casualties and by the 
decrease in civilian casualties. The military, based on their increased 
mobility and comnunications capability, have been able to conduct highly 
successful operations against rural bandit groups. 

As to problem areas, no action has been taken to reform the intelligence 
apparatus. Action is still pending on a report submitted to the President on 
this object, but there is no reason to expect that he will not act favorably 
on this issue. The question of funding the Civil Defense Warning Nets is now 
being studied to avoid duplication of existing and planned facilities. Mr, 
Coffin interjected that a cable had been sent to the field requesting 
clarification on this project. ’ ® 

Mr. Belcher stated that although the Colombian Government is not under as 
““ Venezuelan Government, it now has more tools available to 

erable it to act with greater firmness in view of the terrorist and bandit 

The Chaiman commented that the summary report (Bogota Airgram 114 dated 

® 7 activities indicates an Impres- 

Belcher added that the Country Team has a vigorous program 
and that similar efforts are being conducted in other posts in Latin America. 

The Group agreed with Mr, Belcher's recommendation that a copy of this report 
on youth activities, be circulated to all posts in Latin America for their * 
inroir!na.t Ion • 
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3. 


approved the progress report and its supplement subject to 
mmen s contained in the State memorandum submitted for this item. 
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Executive Secretary 
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